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FUNDING CUT: There's only one free legal service for people to turn to now

Residents In Iegal limbo

Sherele Moody
ARM NEWSDESK

CUTS to funding mean hun-
dreds of Bundaberg region
residents will be in legal lim-
bo from July 1, 2017.

This is because the current
Federal Government cut
community legal centre fund-
ing by 30% in the 2014 budget.

Unlike the nation’s capital
cities, thereis just one free le-
gal service for our residents
to turn to when they are fac-
ing problems relating to dom-
estic violence, divorce and
separation, child protection,
employment, credit, debt and
consumer contract issues,
disability discrimination, te-
nancy and neighbourhood
disputes and even minor le-
gal issues, including driving
offences.

Locals who do not qualify
for legal aid and who do not
have enough cash to hire
private solicitors will often
seek help at the Taylor Street
Community Legal Service.

The TSCLS helped 470
Bundaberg residents last fi-
nancial year.

While it’s still not clear
how much the service will
lose, it was announced in the
2014 Federal Budget that
$12.1 million would be cut na-
tionwide in 2017-18, $11.6 mil-
lion would go in 2018-19 and a
further $11.1 million would be
cut in 2019-20.

Community Legal Centres

Queensland director James
Farrell said he expected the
funding cut to wipe out some
of the centre’s outreach ser-
vices and reduce its team of
three solicitors.

“The allocation of funds, in-
cluding the cuts, will be de-
cided by the government la-
ter this year,” Mr Farrell said.

“Until then our communi-
ties don’t have any certainty
about their legal help.”

We need

to make
sure people can
access legal
services when
they're in crisis.

Community Legal Centres
Queensland director James Farrell

Mr Farrell urged Prime Mi-
nister Malcolm Turnbull,
whose  government an-
nounced the cuts, and Oppo-
sition Leader Bill Shorten to
make sure our region gets a
fair go.

“The pending 30% funding
cut for community legal
centres has not been re-
versed, which means more
and more people will be
turned away when they’re
facing a crisis,” he said.

“We need to make sure pe-
ople can access legal services
when they’re in crisis.”

There are 198 community

legal centres across Austra-
lia.

About 77% of Queensland’s
community legal centre ser-
vices were provided to re-
gional, rural and remote
areas of the state in 2015.

Their support included
100,000 pieces of legal advice
to more than 50,000 clients.

Amanda Alford from the
National Association of Com-
munity Legal Centres said
CLCs were often the only
source of legal support for re-
gional and rural residents, so
it was vital the funding cuts
were reversed.

“The impact of the cuts on
centres in regional areas is
likely to be greater because
often there’s no alternative —
there is nowhere else for pe-
ople to go,” Ms Alford said.

N BY THE
NUMBERS

The Taylor Street
Community Legal
Service last financial
year helped:

M 908 in Fraser Coast.
M 470 Bundaberg
residents.

B 368 Gympie residents.
M It provides outreach
services to 14 Wide Bay
region locations.

Source: Community Legal
Centres Queensland
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STRETCH: Community Legal Centres
Queensland director James Farrell.
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'‘Domestic violence cash will not fix community centre cuts’

WHILE the Federal Coali-
tion has pledged $30 million
over three years for family
violence law services, both
the Opposition and lawyers
say community legal centres
are still out in the cold as
they try to work out how to
absorb a $34.83 million cut in
funding.

Shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus said if Labor

won the July 2 election, re-
gional CLCs would be in line
for a $43 million boost.

“Community legal centres
will fall off a cliff unless the
government reverses its ear-
lier cuts in full,” Mr Dreyfus
said.

“Many CLCs are strug-
gling to keep their doors
open.”

In a media release, Attor-

ney-General George Bran-
dis and Minister for Women
Michaelia Cash said a por-
tion of the $30 million would
go to CLC domestic violence
services.

“The $30 million funding is
part of the $100 million in
new funding over three
years announced in the 2016
budget to implement the
Third Action Plan under the

National Plan to Reduce Vio-

some share of $10 million per

year as part ing for a new roof on

lence Against Women and of this a house but remov-
Their Children,” they said. funding, ing the founda-
However, Daniel Stubbs but dur- tions at the same
from the National Associa- ing the time.
tion of Community Legal same pe- “It’s totally in-
Centres said thisdidnot can- riod cut adequate amount
cel out the CLC funding cuts. CLCs by for legal assistance
“It is difficult to under- 30% nation- services in the face
stand why the government ally,” Mr of rising demand and
would provide CLCs with Stubbs said. funding cuts.”

“It is tantamount to pay- — SHERELE MOODY
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