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Introduction 
There are great opportunities to build on relationships between community legal 
centres and researchers, to ensure meaningful access to justice across Australia. 

Each year, Australia’s community legal centres provide legal help to over 200,000 
vulnerable people, across family, criminal and civil law. Our data collection tool 
collects more than fifty different types of information about each client, and our legal 
work covers a large number of legal areas.  

This is a rich and underused resource for researchers interested in how real people 
experience the law, its structures and processes. 

This inaugural research partnerships roundtable, co-hosted by the National 
Association of Community Legal Centres (NACLC) and Community Legal Centres 
Queensland, will showcase successful research collaborations between community 
legal centres and research organisations, discuss possible funding sources and 
opportunities, discuss current community legal centre research projects, and ignite 
conversations about possible research partnerships.  

The Research Partnerships Roundtable will bring together community legal centres 
with researchers and academics, to identify opportunities for collaboration and 
partnership in research projects. 

The keynote presentation will be delivered by Professor Rosalind Croucher AM, 
President, Australian Law Reform Commission. 

A highlight of the event will be the networking lunch, held at the conclusion of the 
formal program. The lunch provides attendees with a fantastic opportunity to 
network with presenters, panellists and each other. 

Contents 
Introduction  1   Seating arrangement 5 

Program  2   Participant profiles  6-22 

Participants  3-4 

 

Cover image available at https://www.flickr.com/photos/naezmi/2660850136 under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0. Full terms at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0. 
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Program 
9.00am Welcome and acknowledgement of country 

Amanda Alford 
Director, Policy and Advocacy, NACLC 

9.05am  Key note presentation 

Professor Rosalind Croucher AM 
President, Australian Law Reform Commission 

9.30am Showcasing good partnerships 

Associate Professor Tamara Walsh 
TC Beirne School of Law, University of Queensland 
Professor Jeff Giddings 
Griffith University 

Sue Garlick 
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House  

10.00am Funding opportunities: panel discussion 

Amanda Shipway 
Acting Director, Legal Assistance Strategy and Funding, DJAG 
Harriett Carter 
Grants Strategist & Queensland Manager, Strategic Grants  
Dr Sarah Flaim 
Research Partnerships Manager 
Faculty of Business, Economics and Law, University of Queensland 

10.30am Morning tea 

11.00am  

 

The paucity of serious Australian CLC 
scholarship 

James Farrell 
Director, Community Legal Centres Queensland 

11.15am  Supercharged Networking sessions  

12.30pm Lunch 
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Participants 
  Table A Table B 

Amanda Alford NACLC 2 1

Cathy Baker Community Legal Centres Queensland 4 2

Francesca Bartlett University of Queensland 2 1

Narelle Bedford Bond University 2 3

Suzanne Bevacqua La Trobe University 3 6

Kerry Bichel Legal Aid Queensland  2 3

Debbie Bullock University of Queensland 1 1

Kylie Burns Griffith University 5 6

Bridget Burton Caxton Legal Centre 6 3

Harriett Carter Strategic Grants 5 6

Linda Cheng Cairns Community Legal Centre Inc 1 5

Lynda Cheshire University of Queensland 6 5

Rosalind Croucher Australian Law Reform Commission 5 1

Mike Dee Queensland University of Technology 5 4

Jennifer Donovan University of Melbourne 1 5

Marissa Dooris QPILCH 4 1

Heather Douglas University of Queensland 1 4

Molly Dragiewicz School of Justice QUT 1 2

Anne Edwards Department of Justice and Attorney-General 1 3

Catherine Espiritu Corrs Chambers Westgarth 6 2

James Farrell Community Legal Centres Queensland 6 4

Dorothy Fauls University of Queensland 2 4

Aaron Finn Townsville Community Legal Service 2 6

Sarah Flaim University of Queensland 4 5

Kate Galloway Bond University 4 1

Sue Garlick QPILCH 3 6

Jeff Giddings Griffith University 2 5

Susan Hamilton Aboriginal Family Legal Service Southern 
Queensland 

1 3

Paul Harpur University of Queensland 6 6

Bridget Harris University of New England 3 1

Nicola Howell  Queensland University of Technology 6 5

Wayne Jones CQU / Central Queensland CLC 6 4

Mary Keyes Griffith University 6 1

Debbie Kilroy Sisters Inside 1 1

Angela Lynch Women’s Legal Service 1 2

Peter Lyons Prisoners Legal Service 3 5



 

     

Research Partnerships Roundtable
Program and participants 4 

 

  Table A Table B 

Kirsty Mackie SunCoast Community Legal Service 4 6

Elena Marchetti University of Wollongong 3 3

Penelope Mathew Griffith University 4 4

Kate McKenzie DLA Piper 1 6

Katrina Middlin Department of Justice and Attorney-General 3 4

Giselle Negri Cairns Community Legal Centre 2 5

Robyn Outen Aboriginal Family Legal Service Southern 
Queensland 

3 1

Andrea Perry Petersen QPILCH 2 4

Emma Phillips Queensland Advocacy Inc. 4 2

Jenny Porter QPILCH 5 5

Zoe Rathus Griffith University 3 2

Janelle Rees Queensland Network of Alcohol and other Drug 
Agencies 

4 4

Alison Rice Griffith Law School 2 2

Amanda Shipway Department of Justice and Attorney-General 5 2

Laura Steele University of Queensland 6 6

Lindsey Stevenson-Graf Bond University 4 3

Monica Taylor University of Queensland 5 3

Tamara Walsh University of Queensland 3 6

Georgina Warrington Basic Rights Queensland Inc 5 2

Janet Wight Youth Advocacy Centre 3 3

 
Thanks to our student volunteers Gabrielle Countache, Rebecca Bennett, Susan Je and William Zhang.  
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Seating arrangements 
Session A 
Table 1 

1. Angela Lynch 
2. Anne Edwards 
3. Debbie Bullock 
4. Debbie Kilroy 
5. Heather Douglas 
6. Jennifer Donovan 
7. Kate McKenzie 
8. Linda Cheng 
9. Molly Dragiewicz  
10. Susan Hamilton 

Table 2 
1. Aaron Finn 
2. Alison Rice 
3. Amanda Alford 
4. Andrea Perry Petersen 
5. Dorothy Fauls 
6. Francesca Bartlett 
7. Giselle Negri 
8. Jeff Giddings 
9. Kerry Bichel 
10. Narelle Bedford 

Table 3 
1. Bridget Harris 
2. Elena Marchetti 
3. Janet Wight 
4. Katrina Middlin 
5. Peter Lyons 
6. Robyn Outen 
7. Sue Garlick 
8. Suzanne Bevacqua 
9. Tamara Walsh 
10. Zoe Rathus 

Table 4 
1. Cathy Baker 
2. Emma Phillips 
3. Janelle Rees 
4. Kate Galloway 
5. Lindsey Stevenson‐Graf 
6. Kirsty Mackie 
7. Marissa Dooris 
8. Penelope Mathew 
9. Sarah Flaim 

Table 5 
1. Amanda Shipway 
2. Georgina Warrington 
3. Harriett Carter 
4. Jenny Porter 
5. Kylie Burns 
6. Jenny Porter 
7. Mike Dee 
8. Monica Taylor 
9. Rosalind Croucher 

Table 6 
1. Bridget Burton 
2. Catherine Espiritu 
3. James Farrell 
4. Laura Steele 
5. Lynda Cheshire 
6. Mary Keyes 
7. Nicola Howell  
8. Paul Harpur 
9. Wayne Jones 

 

Session B 
Table 1 

1. Amanda Alford 
2. Bridget Harris 
3. Debbie Bullock 
4. Debbie Kilroy 
5. Francesca Bartlett 
6. Kate Galloway 
7. Marissa Dooris 
8. Mary Keyes 
9. Robyn Outen 
10. Rosalind Croucher 

Table 2 
1. Alison Rice 
2. Angela Lynch 
3. Amanda Shipway 
4. Cathy Baker 
5. Catherine Espiritu 
6. Emma Phillips 
7. Georgina Warrington 
8. Molly Dragiewicz 
9. Zoe Rathus 

Table 3 
1. Anne Edwards 
2. Bridget Burton 
3. Elena Marchetti 
4. Janet Wight 
5. Kerry Bichel 
6. Lindsey Stevenson‐Graf 
7. Monica Taylor 
8. Narelle Bedford 
9. Susan Hamilton 

 

Table 4 
1. Andrea Perry Petersen 
2. Dorothy Fauls 
3. Heather Douglas 
4. James Farrell 
5. Janelle Rees 
6. Katrina Middlin 
7. Mike Dee 
8. Penelope Mathew 
9. Wayne Jones 

Table 5 
1. Giselle Negri 
2. Jeff Giddings 
3. Jennifer Donovan 
4. Jenny Porter 
5. Linda Cheng 
6. Lynda Cheshire 
7. Nicola Howell  
8. Peter Lyons 
9. Sarah Flaim 

Table 6 
1. Aaron Finn 
2. Harriett Carter 
3. Kirsty Mackie 
4. Kylie Burns 
5. Laura Steele 
6. Paul Harpur 
7. Sue Garlick 
8. Kate McKenzie 
9. Suzanne Bevacqua 
10. Tamara Walsh 



 

     

Research Partnerships Roundtable
Program and participants 6 

 

Participant profiles 
Amanda Alford Director, Policy and Advocacy

NACLC
amanda_alford@clc.net.au

(02) 9264 9595
@A_Alford \ @NACLCcomms

  
Amanda Alford is Director Policy and Advocacy at the National Association of Community 
Legal Centres (NACLC), the peak body for all community legal centres in Australia. 
Prior to joining NACLC she was a lawyer at the Australian Law Reform Commission where 
she worked on a number of key inquiries. Amanda has also worked at the Australian 
Government Solicitor, Australian Public Service Commission and a range of non-
government organisations both domestically and internationally. Amanda has a number of 
published works and holds a Bachelor of Arts (Hons)/Laws(Hons) from ANU and a Master 
of Laws from the University of Sydney. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to Justice 
 Human Rights (Domestic and International) 
 Legal Assistance Services 
 Family Violence  

 

Cathy Baker Communications Manager
Community Legal Centres Queensland Inc
communications@communitylegalqld.org.au

(07) 3392 0092
@CLC_Qld

  
Cathy works part time as the Community Legal Centres Queensland Communications Manager. 
Her primary responsibility is to increase the profile and understanding of the work of Community 
Legal Centres Queensland and Queensland's community legal centres. 
 
Cathy has worked in the communications field for close to twenty years, primarily with Not for Profit 
organisations specialising in child protection, health promotion and for the arts. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice  
 Consumer law  
 Human rights  
 Legal assistance services 

 

Francesca Bartlett Senior Lecturer
University of Queensland

f.bartlett@law.uq.edu.au
(07) 3346 7526

I am a senior lecturer at the TC Beirne School of Law at The University of Queensland. 
Prior to becoming an academic, I practised as a commercial law solicitor in a large law 
firm. 
 
One aspect of my work is interested in the regulation of lawyers and ethics of legal 
practice. I am interested in how lawyers facilitate access to justice, undertake pro bono 
work and work competently in the context of changing conditions of practice. For instance, I 



 

     

Research Partnerships Roundtable
Program and participants 7 

 

have begun a collaborative project considering the conditions of lawyers working regional 
and remote Queensland. 
 
Another aspect of my work involves women in, and impacts on women by, the law. For 
instance, I was recently part of a team of researchers conducting the ARC funded 
Australian Feminist Judgments Project. We brought together feminist academics and 
judges from around the country to think about judicial decision making. We have created a 
website on which there are many resources freely available for practitioners, students and 
researchers on the topic: http://www.law.uq.edu.au/the-australian-feminist-judgments-
project 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Regional and rural law and access  
 Women, feminism and the law  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
 Access to justice 

 

Narelle Bedford Assistant Professor
Bond University

nbedford@bond.edu.au
(07) 5595 1579

  
Narelle Bedford is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Law, Bond University. Narelle 
holds undergraduate degrees in Economics, Law and Foreign Affairs. She served in 
Malaysia as an Australian Diplomat and in various legal roles within the Australian Public 
Service, before transitioning into an academic career. Her Masters of Law in Public Law 
was conferred by the Australian National University and she is currently enrolled in a PhD 
at the University of New South Wales, researching into state mixed jurisdiction tribunals. 
She teaches Administrative Law and Canadian Administrative Law and will soon co-
ordinate a clinical legal placement for Bond students with QPILCH’s self-represented 
litigants service. Additionally, Narelle is on QPILCH’s reference group for the self-
representation service. She researches and publishes in public and administrative law, and 
also access to justice, including making written submissions to various public inquiries.  
 
Areas of interest: 
 Administrative law (broadly defined), vexatious litigants and self-represented litigants 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Access to justice 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 

 

Suzanne Bevacqua Lecturer
La Trobe University

s.bevacqua@latrobe.edu.au
 @BevacquaSuzanne
 
Suzanne Bevacqua is Supervising Legal Practitioner of a collaborative initiative 
implemented by La Trobe Law School with the Neighbourhood Justice Centre to support 
clinical students in their studies as well as some of the most vulnerable citizens in the City 
of Yarra to access pro bono legal advice regarding preparation of Wills and Estates. This is 
the first specialised legal training service of its type and is now in its second clinical pilot. 
This semester our outreach service has been based at St Mary's House of Welcome in 
Fitzroy. Suzanne is also a distinguished lawyer with over 16 years’ experience. During that 
time, Suzanne has refined her skills in resolving disputes in all forms of litigation for both 
national and international legal firms. Suzanne has also been accepted and judicially 
quoted as an expert witness in the Supreme Court of New South Wales and Federal Court 
of Australia. At the same time, Suzanne is also published frequently on legal and regulatory 
developments in legal industry journals and is regularly called upon to present costing and 
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legal education seminars for leading legal education providers including College of Law, 
Television Education Network and Legalwise to advise lawyers on how to comply with costs 
rules, legal profession legislation and professional standards, including expert briefs from 
the Law Society of New South Wales. 
 
Areas of interest: 
  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Legal assistance services  
 Alternative dispute resolution  
 Access to justice 

 

Kerry Bichel Assistant Director
Legal Aid Queensland

kerry.bichel@legalaid.qld.gov.au

 
 

Debbie Bullock Grants and Research Development Advisor
University of Queensland

d.bullock@uq.edu.au
 

Kylie Burns Senior Lecturer
Griffith University

k.burns@griffith.edu.au
@snailsinbottles

Dr Kylie Burns is a Senior Lecturer in the Griffith Law School and is also affiliated with 
RECOVER injury research centre. Prior to her academic career she was a practising 
insurance lawyer. She is the co-author of the leading Australian Torts textbook, Torts: 
Cases and Commentary. She publishes in the area of tort law, personal injury, judicial 
decision-making, and law and social science. She has also won multiple teaching awards 
for her teaching in the area of tort and personal injury. Her current research projects 
include an examination of lump sum dissipation by recipients of personal injury 
compensation and the implications of lump sum dissipation for eligibility for social security 
benefits. 
 
Areas of interest: 

 Access to compensation for personal injury/interaction with social security  
 Access to justice  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
 Women, feminism and the law  

 

Bridget Burton Coordinating Lawyer, General Practice
Caxton Legal Centre

bridget@caxton.org.au
(07) 3214 6333

Bridget is the Coordinating Lawyer of the General Practice at Caxton Legal Centre, working 
with a team of 11 other lawyers and a social worker. She has degrees in Law and 
Anthropology and has just returned to Caxton after a two year secondment in the Anti-
Discrimination and Human Rights team at Legal Aid Queensland. 
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Areas of interest: 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Access to justice 
 Human rights 
 Legal assistance services 
Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 

 

Harriett Carter Grant Strategist
Strategic Grants

harriett@strategicgrants.com.au
@strategicgrants

 

Linda Cheng Cairns Community Legal Centre Inc.
linda@cclc.org.au

(07) 4031 7688
 

Lynda Cheshire Associate Professor in Sociology
University of Queensland

l.cheshire@uq.edu.au
(07) 3365 2383

 

Rosalind Croucher President
Australian Law Reform Commission

tina.obrien@alrc.gov.au
@RosCroucher

 

Mike Dee Lecturer
Queensland University of Technology

m.dee@qut.edu.au
(07) 3138 4750

 

Jennifer Donovan Researcher – PhD Candidate
University of Melbourne

jdonovan@student.unimelb.edu.au

Jennifer is a lawyer, social worker and PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne. 
Jennifer's research project is a census of Australian programs which work as collaborations 
between legal and social services, as well as an exploration of the influence collaboration 
has on professional practice. She had experience across both the social service and legal 
sectors and, before her PhD, worked at Victoria Legal Aid for over ten years, most recently 
in research and evaluation. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice 
 Interdisciplinary service delivery  
 Legal assistance services 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 
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Marissa Dooris Lawyer
QPILCH

hplcresearch@qpilch.org.au
(07) 3846 6317

@qpilch

Marissa Dooris is a lawyer in the Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic (HPLC) program at the 
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House Inc. Marissa coordinates and supervises 
the casework for LegalPod, a pro bono service for young people transitioning to 
independence from the child protection system. Marissa also supports the advocacy and 
research work of the HPLC program by working closely with the community sector to 
identify and respond to systemic legal challenges. Marissa is interested in understanding 
lived experiences of marginalisation and ensuring people can access to appropriate and 
effective legal help. Before taking up her position at QPILCH, Marissa worked as an 
employment lawyer in private practice. 

 

Heather Douglas Professor
University of Queensland

finance@law.uq.edu.au
(07) 3365 6605

 

Molly Dragiewicz Associate Professor
Queensland University of Technology

molly.dragiewicz@qut.edu.au
(07) 3138 7121

@MollyDragiewicz
 
Molly Dragiewicz is Associate Professor in the School of Justice, Faculty of Law at 
Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia. Prior to coming to Australia in 
2012, she taught in Canada and the United States. She created Australia’s first Graduate 
Certificate in Domestic Violence in 2015. Dragiewicz’s research interests centre on 
violence and gender, especially domestic violence and family law 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Domestic/family violence  
 Family law  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Anne Edwards Director
Department of Justice and Attorney-General

anne.edwards@justice.qld.gov.au
(07) 3239 6464

 

Catherine Espiritu Litigation Lawyer
Corrs Chambers Westgarth

Catherine.Espiritu@corrs.com.au

 
Catherine was Admitted to the Supreme Court of Queensland (December 2014) and the 
High Court of Australia (February 2015). 
 
Catherine commenced her legal career with top tier corporate law firm, Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth (2014-2015). She commenced as a graduate lawyer in 2014 and completed 
rotations in the Litigation and Property and Development divisions of the firm, specifically 
the Construction and Environment and Planning team. Catherine settled in the Litigation 
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practice group and has gained experience in a wide range of commercial litigation matters, 
with a special interest in insolvency. 
 
Catherine also has a strong pro bono interest and is a volunteer lawyer for the Refugee 
Civil Law Clinic and is the Corrs Coordinator of the Self-Representation Clinic run by the 
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House (QPILCH). 
 
Areas of interest: 

 Alternative dispute resolution  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Newly arrived communities, people from CALD backgrounds  
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

James Farrell Director
Community Legal Centres Queensland Inc

director@communitylegalqld.org.au
(07) 3392 0092 \ 0411 206 835

@CLC_Qld \ @_jamesfarrell
  
James Farrell OAM is the Director of Community Legal Centres Queensland, where he 
provides advocacy and support to Queensland’s community legal centres.  
 
James has worked as a manager/principal lawyer, volunteer and/or board member at many 
community legal centres, and is currently a director of the National Association of 
Community Legal Centres, a director of Relationships Australia Queensland, and 
chairperson of the Queensland Legal Assistance Forum. From 2011 to 2016, James was a 
lecturer with the Deakin University School of Law, and a fellow of the Centre for Rural 
Regional Law and Justice. James' research has been published in the International Journal 
of the Legal Profession, Current Issues in Criminal Justice, the Monash University Law 
Review, the Family Law Review, Parity, and the Alternative Law Journal. In 2012 James 
received an Australian Leadership Award, and in 2014 he received a Churchill Fellowship 
to examine lawyers' roles in community-led campaigns for change. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice 
 Human rights 
 Poverty law 
 Community lawyering 

 

Dorothy Fauls Volunteer
Basic Rights Queensland Inc.

dorothy.fauls@gmail.com

I am a First Contact Officer (volunteer) at Basic Rights Queensland. I am also a Research 
Higher Degree candidate at the University of Queensland. My research interests include 
access-to-justice issues, plain language, and the production and use of legal information 
resources. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Legal information resources  
 Access to justice 
 Legal assistance services 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 
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Aaron Finn Director
Townsville Community Legal Service

Director@tcls.org.au
(07) 4721 5511

@TownsvilleCLS
 

Sarah Flaim Research Partnership Manager
University of Queensland

s.flaim@uq.edu.au
(07) 3346 0541

 
Dr Sarah Flaim, Research Partnerships Manager for the Faculty of Business, Economics 
and Law at UQ, is the primary point of contact for facilitating researchers’ engagement with 
industry. As part of this role, Sarah works to build and maintain effective and productive 
interaction with industry partners as they seek to engage with the University. Furthermore, 
she has extensive experience in both university management and in conducting 
independent research. Moreover, she works closely with her contacts within and across UQ 
to promote and implement strategic external engagement initiatives. 

 

Kate Galloway Assistant Professor
Bond University

kate_galloway@bond.edu.au
(07) 5595 1410

 @katgallow
  
Kate is a legal academic at Bond University, and adjunct at James Cook University. Her 
principal research areas lie in property law, particularly land tenure, and in legal education. 
Of particular interest in both areas is justice for women and for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Australians, and sustainability. Kate serves on the management committee of the 
EDO (NQ), and sits on the Queensland Law Society Committee for equalising opportunities 
in the law. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Environment  
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples , 
 Access to justice 
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Sue Garlick Deputy Director
QPILCH

deputy@qpilch.org.au
(07) 3846 6317

@qpilch
 

Jeff Giddings Professor
Griffith Law School

j.giddings@griffith.edu.au
(07) 3735 6479

 @giddings_j
 
Jeff Giddings is Professor of Law and Director of Professionalism at Griffith Law School.  
He has written extensively on access to justice and clinical legal education and established 
the Griffith clinical program in 1995. In 2010, he completed his PhD on the sustainability of 
clinical legal education programs. His thesis was subsequently published as a book, 
Promoting Justice Through Clinical Legal Education. Jeff received an Australia National 
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Teaching Fellowship in 2013 for the Effective Law Student Supervision Project. He also 
received the Australian Award for University Teaching in Law and Legal Studies in 1999 
along with multiple Griffith University awards. 
 
Areas of interest:  
 Access to justice  
 Alternative dispute resolution  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 

 

Susan Hamilton CEO
Aboriginal Family Legal Service Southern Queensland 

susan.hamilton@aflssq.org.au
(07) 4622 3677

 

Paul Harpur Senior Lecturer
University of Queensland

p.harpur1@uq.edu.au
(07) 3365 8864

 

Bridget Harris Lecturer
University of New England

bridget.harris@une.edu.au
(02) 6773 3441

 @DrBridgetHarris
 
I am a Lecturer in Criminology at UNE, and was previously a Research Fellow at the 
Centre of Rural Regional Law and Justice at Deakin University.  My research is 
interdisciplinary and explores spaces of and access to 'justice'. I use this lens to consider 
the role of context, including geographic and ideological features of criminal justice 
institutions and victimisation, and how we might prevent failures of justice. Some of the 
topics I focus on are: legal advocacy (in particular the vital role of community legal centres) 
and legal needs; domestic / family violence; justice reinvestment; lower courts; and policing 
of marginalised communities. I'm currently working with some great teams and on a few 
projects which investigate: technology-facilitated (domestic) violence and advocacy for 
victim/survivors; justice reinvestment in Aboriginal communities; and judicial accountability 
in lower courts. 
 
Areas of interest: 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  
 Access to justice  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Nicola Howell Senior Lecturer
Queensland University of Technology

nicola.howell@qut.edu.au
(07) 3138 2006
@nicolahowell7

 
I am a Senior Lecturer in QUT's School of Law, and my research focuses on the law, 
regulation (including self-regulation) and policy relevant to consumer credit, personal 
insolvency, consumer financial services, and consumer law generally. I teach in these 
areas, as well as in general commercial law subjects. Prior to my appointment at QUT, I 
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was the Director of the Centre for Credit and Consumer Law at Griffith University, and I 
have also previously worked with government (ACCC & ASIC), consumer credit legal 
centres in NSW and Victoria, and the (then) Banking & Financial Services Ombudsman. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Consumer financial services law  
 Access to justice 
 Alternative dispute resolution 
 Consumer law 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 

 

Wayne Jones 
Solicitor & Special Advisor to the Law Program,CQUniversity

Vice-chairperson, Central Queensland CLC
w.jones@cqu.edu.au

 
University lawyer for 13 years and Queensland solicitor for more than 25 years. Private practice in 
Brisbane, Bundaberg and Rockhampton principally in workplace law. Legal Aid Queensland in 
1990's in Central Queensland, introduced advice sessions online using video in Prison and to other 
remote locations in 1990's. Vice President and volunteer Solicitor in area of Employment Law at the 
CQ Community Legal Centre. Special Advisor to the LLB program at CQU making connections 
between students and the practicing profession. 
 
Areas of interest:  
 Advice delivery into rural and remote areas using technology  
 Access to justice  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 

 

Mary Keyes Professor
Griffith Law School

m.keyes@griffith.edu.au
(07) 3735 7409

 
Mary Keyes is a Professor at Griffith Law School and is admitted to practice as a Barrister 
of the Supreme Court of Queensland and of the High Court of Australia. Her research 
expertise is in private international law, particularly in the area of jurisdiction. She is widely 
published in private international law, and is co-author of a leading Australian textbook, 
Private International Law in Australia (3rd ed, 2015) with Professor Reid Mortensen and 
Professor Richard Garnett. She is currently working on a book on party choice in private 
international law. Professor Keyes is the Review Articles editor and a member of the 
editorial board of the Journal of Private International Law. Professor Keyes teaches 
international litigation, conflict of laws, international commercial arbitration and contract 
law, and has a particular expertise in mooting in legal education. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice  
 Alternative dispute resolution  
 Consumer law  
 Family law  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
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Debbie Kilroy CEO
Sisters Inside

deb@sistersinside.com.au
(07) 3844 5066

 @debkilroy
 
CEO of Sisters Inside which is a NGO which advocates for the human rights of women in 
the criminal justice system. 

Areas of interest: 
 Imprisoned women  
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Access to justice  
 Criminal law  
 Human rights  

 

Angela Lynch Acting Coordinator
Women’s Legal Service

alynch@wlsq.org.au
(07) 3392 0644

 @AngelaLynch68 \ @wlsq
 
Angela Lynch is the acting coordinator of Women's Legal Service Queensland.  Her usual 
role is in law reform and community education.  Angela is also a Queensland 
representative on the Women's Legal Services Australia coordinating committee. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Alternative dispute resolution  
 Criminal law  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Family law  
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Peter Lyons Coordinator/Principal Solicitor
Prisoners Legal Service

coordinator@plsqld.com
(07) 3846 5074

@PrisonersLegalS
 

Kirsty Mackie Lawyer
SunCoast Community Legal Service

kirsty@suncoastcommunitylegal.org
(07) 5443 7827

 @SuncoastLegal
 

Elena Marchetti Professor
University of Wollongong

elenam@uow.edu.au
 
Professor Elena Marchetti is a Research Professor in the School of Law and a member of 
the Legal Intersections Research Centre, University of Wollongong. Her research examines 
the justice experiences of Indigenous Australians in the criminal justice system, how to 
better accommodate the justice needs of victims of Indigenous partner violence, and what 
methods should be used to evaluate Indigenous-focused criminal justice processes to 
better reflect the Indigenous-centric nature of the programs. She was awarded an 
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Australian Research Council, 5-year Australian Research Fellowship in 2009 and an 
Australian Research Council, 4-year Future Fellowship in 2014. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  
 Access to justice  
 Criminal law  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 

 

Penelope Mathew Dean and Head of Law School
Griffith University 

p.mathew@griffith.edu.au
(07) 3735 8398 

 
Professor Penelope Mathew is the Dean and Head of School at Griffith Law School 
(Brisbane and Gold Coast, Australia). Prior to her appointment at Griffith Law School, she 
held the Freilich Foundation chair at The Australian National University. From 2008-2010, 
she was a visiting professor and interim Director of the Program in Refugee and Asylum 
Law at the University of Michigan Law School, where she convened the 5th Michigan 
Colloquium on Challenges in International Refugee Law. From 2006-2008, she was a legal 
adviser to the ACT Human Rights Commission, where she conducted the human rights 
audit of the ACT's Correctional Facilities. Professor Mathew has also taught at the 
Australian National University College of Law and Melbourne Law School, and she is a past 
editor-in-chief of the Australian Yearbook of International Law. Her main area of expertise 
is refugee law.  Her new book, co-authored with Tristan Harley, is Refugees, Regionalism 
and Responsibility (Elgar, expected publication August 31, 2016). 
 
Areas of interest: 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Human rights 
 Newly arrived communities, people from CALD backgrounds 
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Kate McKenzie Solicitor and joint local pro bono co-ordinator
DLA Piper

kate.mckenzie@dlapiper.com
(07) 3246 4199

 
Kate is a solicitor in finance and projects and joint local pro bono co-ordinator for the 
Brisbane office at DLA Piper.  The DLA Piper pro bono program has focus areas of 
domestic violence, Indigenous Australians and children. DLA is looking to potentially 
partner with CLCs or other stakeholders that work in these areas. 
 
Areas of interest: 

  
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Human rights  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Women, feminism and the law 
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Katrina Middlin Principal Policy Officer
Department of Justice and Attorney-General

katrina.middlin@justice.qld.gov.au
(07) 32247370

 
Katrina is an evaluator with a background in international and community development. 
She is currently working in policy and evaluation for the Queensland government. Most 
recently, her work has focussed on evaluating the justice-related child protection reforms.  
 
Katrina has eight years’ experience in evaluation and applied research using both 
qualitative and quantitative methodologies. Her evaluation expertise spans the health, 
education, justice, community development and international aid sectors. 
 
Areas of interest: 

 Child protection 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Access to justice  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 

 

Giselle Negri Director
Cairns Community Legal Centre 

giselle@cclc.org.au
 (07) 4041 3220 

 
Giselle Negri is a lawyer, and the Director of the Cairns Community Legal Centre Inc. Prior 
to joining the community legal sector Giselle worked in a range of areas of law including 
family, deceased estates, employment, discrimination and native title work. Giselle has 
also worked as an investigator in the areas of insurance and insolvency. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice 
 Legal assistance services 

 

Robyn Outen Court Support
Aboriginal Family Legal Service Southern Queensland

Robyn.outen@aflssq.org.au
(07) 4622 3677

 

Andrea Perry Petersen Clinical Legal Education Supervisor
QPILCH

(07) 3846 6317
clinic@qpilch.org.au

@qpilch
 
Areas of interest: 
 Long term impact of clinical legal education on student involvement in pro bono  
 Access to justice  
 Human rights  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
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Emma Phillips Systems Advocate
Queensland Advocacy Inc.

(07) 3844 4200
emma@qai.org.au

@QldAdvocacy
 
Emma commenced work with QAI as a systems advocate in mid-2014.  Prior to this, Emma 
worked as an industrial and anti-discrimination lawyer.  Emma holds a PhD in law from La 
Trobe University and has a keen interest in human rights and anti-discrimination law and 
the protection of vulnerable groups within society. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Disability law 
 Access to justice  
 Human rights  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  

 

Jenny Porter Lawyer
QPILCH

(07) 3846 6317
@qpilch

 

Zoe Rathus Lecturer
Griffith University

Z.Rathus@griffith.edu.au
(07) 3735 6472

 
Zoe Rathus AM is a senior lecturer in law and Director of the Clinic Program at Griffith 
University Law School.  She teaches family law and ethics and professional responsibility 
as well as clinical legal education courses.  Her research focuses on the family law system 
with an emphasis on family violence, women and children. She has published in a range of 
high quality journals and spoken at national and international conferences.  Zoe is often 
asked to ‘emcee’ or participate in local women’s and domestic violence events.  Zoe 
worked in private practice from 1981 until becoming coordinator of the Women’s Legal 
Service in 1989.  She worked there until 2004, engaging in extensive law reform activities 
for women.  She has served on a number of Boards and committees and worked in South 
Africa on gender issues between 1995 and 1998.  Zoe was awarded an Order of Australia 
in 2011 for her services to women, the law, Indigenous peoples and education. 
 
Areas of interst: 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  
 Access to justice  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Family law  
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Janelle Rees Improved Services Coordinator
Qld Network of Alcohol and Other Drug Agencies Ltd

janelle.rees@qnada.org.au
(07) 3023 5050

@QldNADA
 
Janelle is the Improved Services Coordinator for the Queensland Network of Alcohol and 
Other Drug Agencies (QNADA). She holds qualifications in Environmental Science and is 
currently undertaking her honours year for a Bachelor of Laws degree, looking at how 
different aspects of the law can adequately respond to climate change. Janelle’s 
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background is in public policy development, with prior roles in the environmental NGO 
sector and as a Senior Policy Officer with the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection.  Janelle’s core area of interest centres around law reform and the development 
of evidence based policy. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Environmental and Earth Law  
 Animal Law 
 Human rights  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education 

 

Alison Rice Research Development Manager
Griffith University

a.rice@griffith.edu.au
 
Dr Alison Rice is a Research Development Manager at Griffith University. Alison's diverse 
experience as a research scientist complements the research development role as she 
understands the value of research; the process of research and its dissemination; and how 
it can transform policy and practice. Using skills in research, management, education and 
communication Alison creates and develops synergies between researchers, as well as 
with industry partners to augment research outputs and income. Part of the research 
development role is also to identify, generate and managing strategic research 
opportunities for Griffith. Alison has been seconded to work in the Law School/Law Futures 
Centre for 2 days a week. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Research opportunities 

 

Amanda Shipway Acting Director, Legal Assistance Strategy & Funding 
Department of Justice and Attorney-General

Amanda.Shipway@justice.qld.gov.au
(07) 3239 0980

 
I am currently the Acting Director, Legal Assistance Strategy and Funding (LASF).  LASF 
was established in 2012, following a review of the allocation of funds from the Legal 
Practitioner Interest on Trust Accounts Fund (LPITAF).  LASF administers LPITAF, state 
and commonwealth funding allocations, investing in frontline legal services which are 
offered free, or at low-cost to vulnerable and disadvantaged Queenslanders.   
 
I have completed a Bachelor of Business majoring in Management, minoring in Law (too 
long ago) and in 2014 completed a Graduate Certificate in Public Administration. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  
 Access to justice  
 Family law  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 
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Laura Steele Strategic Partnerships Manager
Australian Institute for Business and Economics, UQ

l.steele@uq.edu.au
  
Laura is responsible for managing the strategic initiatives and partnerships of the institute. 
Laura supports the Director to promote and implement the strategies that position AIBE as 
the premier site in Australia for business, economics and law issues. 
 
She brings extensive university management experience working as an Executive Officer 
and conducting institution-wide collaborative projects. She previously worked in the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor’s office at Macquarie University, coordinating high-level projects across all 
academic areas. 
 
Her expertise is in providing strategic advice, risk mitigation and relationship management. 
She also worked and conducted postgraduate study in international relations, economics 
and legal fields in The Hague, Russia and the Australian National University. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice 
 Alternative dispute resolution 
 Domestic/family violence 
 Human rights 
 Women, feminism and the law 

 

Lindsey Stevenson-Graf Senior Teaching Fellow
Bond University

lstevens@bond.edu.au
(07) 5595 1282

 
Lindsey Stevenson-Graf is a Senior Teaching Fellow in the Faculty of Law, Bond 
University. She teaches Clinical Legal Placement, Constitutional Law, Law & Society and 
Human Rights Law. Lindsey earned her Juris Doctor degree and a Masters degree in Latin 
American Studies from George Washington University and is admitted as a lawyer in both 
the United States and Australia. Before transitioning into an academic career, Lindsey 
worked at several non governmental organisations representing asylum seekers, including 
at the Capital Area Immigrants Rights (CAIR) Coalition and the Washington Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs in Washington DC. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice  
 Domestic/family violence  
 Human rights  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  
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Monica Taylor Director of Pro Bono Centre
University of Queensland

m.taylor@law.uq.edu.au
(07) 3346 9351

@monicataylorx
 
Monica is director of the UQ Pro Bono Centre at the TC Beirne School of Law, University of 
Queensland. In this role she coordinates the School’s clinical legal education program and 
oversees law student participation in pro bono legal work. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Access to justice  
 Human rights  
 Legal assistance services  
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups  
 Teaching & learning, including clinical legal education  

 

Tamara Walsh Associate Professor
University of Queensland

t.walsh@law.uq.edu.au
(07) 3365 6192

 

Georgina Warrington Director
Basic Rights Queensland Inc.

georginaw@brq.org.au
(07) 3872 5532

  
Director of Basic Rights Queensland, a specialist Community Legal Centre providing 
information, advice and advocacy state-wide by telephone to people experiencing problems 
with social security or disability discrimination. Member of the Management Committee of 
the National Welfare Rights Network, the national peak body for social security services, 
funded by DHS to conduct research and provide information and advice to government in 
relation to social security law and policy. Member of Management Committee of Windana 
Support Services (domestic violence shelter). Qualifications in Social Work, Education and 
Arts from University of Queensland. Previously worked in the fields of youth justice, eating 
disorders and teaching (high school, ESL for adults and university). 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Social security payments, in particular long-term impact of Program of Support 

requirement for people claiming DSP  
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
 Human rights, 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 
 Newly arrived communities, people from CALD backgrounds 

 

Janet Wight Director
Youth Advocacy Centre Inc.

admin@yac.net.au
(07) 3356 1002

 @yac196
  
Director of the Youth Advocacy Centre Inc (YAC). Had involvement with Caxton (St) Legal 
Service, South West Brisbane CLC (COILS), Women's Legal Service, Students' Legal 
Service (UQ) in their early years. Worked at YAC as a casework solicitor then CLE Lawyer 
1985-2000 and returned as the Director in 2012, having spent 10 years in policy and 
legislation in the Queensland Government in the Office Fair Trading; Aboriginal and Torres 
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Strait Islander Services; and Disability Services. Queensland Children's Lawyer of the Year 
2000, I have remained committed to advocating for young people aged 10-18 who find 
themselves involved in, or at risk of involvement in, the youth justice and/or child protection 
systems. President of CLCQ for the last two years. 
 
Areas of interest: 
 Young people 10-25 
 Access to justice 
 Criminal law 
 Human rights, 
 Legal needs of vulnerable/marginalised groups 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Legal Centres Queensland Inc 
is the peak body for community legal 
centres in Queensland and its vision is for 
a fair and just Queensland. 

To achieve this, we support and develop 
community legal centres to provide 
effective, high quality services to their 
communities, and leads to unite its 
members and be a leading voice for social 
justice. 

www.communitylegalqld.org.au 

 

 

 

NACLC is the peak national organisation 
representing community legal centres (CLCs) in 
Australia. Its members are the state and territory 
associations of CLCs that represent over 200 
centres in various metropolitan, regional, rural 
and remote locations across Australia. CLCs are 
not-for-profit, community-based organisations 
that provide legal advice, casework, information 
and a range of community development services 
to their local or special interest communities. 
CLCs’ work is targeted at disadvantaged 
members of society and those with special needs, 
and in undertaking matters in the public interest. 

www.naclc.org.au 
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We affirm that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the Indigenous inhabitants of Australia and 
acknowledge their unique relationship with their ancestral country. In particular, we acknowledge the Turrbal and Jagera 
peoples, the traditional custodians of the land in and around Brisbane, and pay respect to their elders, past and present. 

 


