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• who and what drives law reform
• the process of law reforming
• the law reform process and you
• law reform contributions and impact

Law reforming …
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5Original Public Record Copy (1900).

Courtesy of the Parliament House Art Collection, Art Services Parliament House.
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Where it happens
• Parliament
• joint ministerial councils
• departmental committees
• Family Law Council
• Royal Commissions
• other ad hoc bodies
• law reform commissions
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Consultations

Submissions

Advisory Committee/
Panels

The process of law reforming
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Academics
• books and journals cited
• consultation 
• submissions
• Advisory Committees
• expert readers
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CLCs
• consultations
• case studies
• submissions
• inclusion in newsletters 
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Research Impact

… the demonstrable contribution that 
research makes to the economy, society, 
culture, national security, public policy or 
services, health, the environment, or 
quality of life, beyond contributions to 
academia.

www.arc.gov.au/research-impact-principles-and-framework





(‘Output’ v ‘outcome’)
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Now it’s your turn!

YOUR COMMISSION NEEDS
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Get involved
• sign up for the ALRC Brief
• subscribe to our e-newsletters/twitter 

feeds
• partner with CLCs
• frontline case studies to inform academic 

work
• write submissions
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ALRC Reports

... the best statement or source of the 
current law on a complex and 
contentious topic that can remain the 
case for decades thereafter ...

Federal Court, Submission 22
Senate Legal & Constitutional Affairs
Committee, 2010

R
es

ea
rc

h 
im

pa
ct



ALRC Reports

... substantial contribution to the public
debate on issues as diverse as 
privacy, personal insolvency, the 
use of genetic information, admiralty
law and the operation of the federal
justice system.

Government Response, 2011
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The flame of ideas .....
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The Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG 
Chairman, ALRC, 1975-1984
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For further information about 
ALRC work, copies of speeches 
and presentations
• ALRC website – all papers, reports 

available online (free):
www.alrc.gov.au

• Email: info@alrc.gov.au

• GPO Box 3708, Sydney 2001


