12/21/2016 'Gay panic' defence to be removed after Maryborough priest's nine-year campaign | Gladstone Observer

(OBSERVER

Home Justin News Sport Lifestyle Community What'sOn Jobs Motoring Real Estate Obituaries Classifieds  ALL

-

MENU

'Gay panic' defence to be removed after Maryborough
priest's nine-year campaign
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Wayne Ruks was violently killed in a Maryborough churchyard in 2008.
Contributed
JUSTIN
NINE years after Jason Andrew Pearce used the "gay panic" defence after he bashed another man to'tieash Dred/leeybicrcygndnouthgafiehe law is
being changed. Kmart fight  an hour ago

An unwanted sexual advance is currently a partial defence for murder under Queensland laws. Giant rats eat three-month-baby alive as

In 2010 Pearce was charged with the 2008 murder of Wayne Robert Ruks. But he used the gay panic é¥difieRaitiesasaonasaagilty of Ruk's
manslaughter. He was sentenced to nine years jail but released on parole in july 2012,

BREAKING: Truck rollover leaves scrap
His co-offender Richard John Meerdink was jailed for 10 years and was not eligible for parole until thisgediron road near school
Queensland Attorney-General Yvette D'Ath on Wednesday announced she would introduce Ieglslatl%&&m{a{%mg&igﬁ%wse.ute in wrong lane
But the legislation will not be debated or voted on until next year. of highway

"This is another important step to send an important message - that the criminal code does not condm@(@g@ﬁor@a@@@@@@ggjgﬁg%hGBTI
community," she said. fighting for life

When Mr Ruks was killled in a churchyard, priest Father Paul Kelly was one of the first people on the ﬁggg.gll;l/gnh%se%amggitgen%jgarytt eelevvgfl %Jebe
changed since Pearce's conviction was reduced to manslaughter. want'

He started a petition that has been signed by nearly 290,000.

Fr Kelly welcomed the changes as the end of a long campaign.

"It's been a long struggle but it's been worth it," he said.

Ms D'Ath said the changes would remove the partial defence the laws currently provided for unwanted sexual advances - except for "a personal of
exceptional character".

"Now what does that circumstance mean? That is for the courts to decide," she said.

Shadow Attorney-General lan Walker said the LNP would wait to see the legislation before deciding how to vote but supported the move.
"In principal we don't think it has a place in our laws today," he said.

"The Opposition came out quite some time ago in support of the gay panic defence being changed. It's been quite some time coming."

The legislation will also increase the penalty from two years jail to five years jail for people who interfere with a corpse.
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