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Grandparents to suffer under CLC funding cut

Community Legal Centres Queensland has called on the federal government to reverse its decision to cut
community legal centre funding, flagging the growing childcare responsibilities of grandparents.

According to Community Legal Centres Queensland, the Department of Child Safety is increasingly
relying on grandparents as alternative carers when parents are experiencing issues with substance
abuse or domestic violence, or are in prison.

However, grandparents may struggle to properly care for their grandchildren without adequate legal
assistance. Without a formal parenting order, grandparents cannot obtain family financial assistance,
access Medicare, open a school banking account, obtain a passport or apply for a birth certificate,
Community Legal Centres Queensland noted.

“Part of the problem is the growing issue of drug use in regional Queensland, in particular ice which
causes parents to completely disengage from all activities, including being a fit and proper parent to their
children,” said Kirsty Mackie, solicitor at Suncoast Community Legal Service and chair of the Queensland
Law Society’s Elder Law Committee.

Ms Mackie said that some grandparents have no option but to file a contested application in the Federal
Circuit Court for parenting orders, as the children’s parents do not participate in mediation or consent to formal parenting orders.

“This is complex, timeconsuming and can take up to 18 months to finalise, as the parents often engage in the court process and then disengage, which
causes multiple adjournments of the court process.”

Ms Mackie said grandparents can often be exposed to violence themselves in attempting to protect their grandchildren, leading to domestic violence
orders between grandparents and their own children.

However, she highlighted that many grandparents are denied legal assistance due to the underfunding of Community Legal Centres.

“Unfortunately, only half of the people who contact one of our Community Legal Centres are able to get the help they need,” Ms Mackie said.

“The remaining 50 per cent are turned away because we just don’t have the resources we need to provide help for everyone who qualifies.”

She called on the federal government to reverse its decision to cut almost 30 per cent of funding to Community Legal Centres as of July 2017, which
would make it even more difficult for grandparents to obtain legal assistance to care for their grandchildren.

“Community Legal Centres Queensland is calling on Malcolm Turnbull and George Brandis to reverse this decision to ensure grandparents get the legal
help they need and the protection they deserve,” Ms Mackie said.

This follows a report earlier this year that found the demand for community legal services is growing
(http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20458thousandsstilllockedoutofdvlegalassistance), with a 600 per cent increase in Queenslanders
experiencing domestic violence seeking legal support since 2011. 

Like this story? Read more:

International acts on majority of top 10 M&A deals (/news/20690internationalactsonmajorityoftop10madeals)

Share 1Like

EMPLOYMENT/IR LAWYER (/JOBS/VIEWJOB/JOB
EMPLOYMENTIRLAWYER1693)
Category: Industrial Relations and Employment Law   Location:
Burleigh Heads QLD 4220

Are you a mid/top tier or specialised, boutique employment/IR
lawyer looking for a sea change and a fresh start in 2017?
Do you feel overworked and underappreciated?

  (/jobs/viewjob/job
employmentirlawyer
1693)

http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news
https://twitter.com/lawyersweekly
https://www.facebook.com/lawyersweekly
http://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=4437786
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news?format=feed&type=rss
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/jobs
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstrbEFtTikb5iCbywc6eGYR2EhOVkFIkA-87JB_3RSTk1wj5oQ9kaaQ3Lcgdu9dZ4bZKp0e_ei0SUrobjNM8xYodC9RWbAMBww5ChGBtwlvDxxAhGR01Ij2jffjUP72E8SRpNMxjO_4Gmwa-G_XeeBEmf3ZM4RKvYDK8RSkBEee4WhnFqVkFF5pgH9894H-5H84BOwFTRTC-1u0-mWhYwf3rjCXOo3F3SpD8SW52SvBX_58Ccu8I0K-s7kC3eMs_tEZC9Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNovymXurJA0&adurl=http://ausmedlegal.com.au/book-an-appointment/&nm=1
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/mailto/?tmpl=component&template=spbase&link=7315d34ff1650a675c2077c43fcfccc2c963aa23
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20700-grandparents-to-suffer-under-clc-funding-cut?tmpl=component&print=1&page=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lawyersweekly.com.au%2Fnews%2F20700-grandparents-to-suffer-under-clc-funding-cut&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Grandparents%20to%20suffer%20under%20CLC%20funding%20cut&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lawyersweekly.com.au%2Fnews%2F20700-grandparents-to-suffer-under-clc-funding-cut&via=lawyersweekly
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20458-thousands-still-locked-out-of-dv-legal-assistance
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20690-international-acts-on-majority-of-top-10-m-a-deals
javascript:void(0);
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsswwtH1CHpDdK-edWW-fbD1ZF6t-7JiRXgNClYcB3cqu5NdjQtr-Mop6t6KXG7bhWYU5MLVscg8cJ2sW-FIqDDcN6n7oSpVKS1TkDqJ6cbxmq-6_1MTlMTw_OM474B1NKyO3SrdRXZpYY41PSUeKrqx0DPgtnTa7auLVm9T24WnSBgxu9Or7I2EXFLup-H21jZictuncyLNVL1yls0sIJNHCoE86usNjIWCv8C2KlhGrt3kkHn6MA2qKI59ystg63M&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK_UZFEju6yv&adurl=http://www.expertexperts.com.au/
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/jobs/view-job/job-employmentir-lawyer-1693
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/jobs/view-job/job-employmentir-lawyer-1693


3/9/2017 Grandparents to suffer under CLC funding cut

http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20700grandparentstosufferunderclcfundingcut 2/3

Where to for global
equities? Watch video

Franklin Templeton

Aussies Overpaying on
Their Home Loans Big

Time
Home Loans Australia

Know your ABC’s before
you launch into ETFs.

Find out more.
BetaShares ETFs

PROMOTED STORIES

Recommended by Spike Native Network (http://www.spike.com.au)

Prev (/news/20690internationalactsonmajorityoftop10madeals) Next (/news/20685alongtimecoming)

Comments (0) Add New

There are no comments yet.

Human rights lawyers ‘not valued’ in Aus (/news/20699humanrightslawyersnotvaluedinaus)

A long time coming (/news/20685alongtimecoming)

Join the discussion

Leave a comment

*BREAKING NEWS*
Be the first to hear the latest developments across the legal profession

Email

Your bulletin preferences
 Breaking legal news 
 Latest inhouse updates 
 All the news from the bar 

 

Sign Up

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstFODmM68wfivsj4PKxN84Xf7hyfGbEjC9heI54il9CRUUw3TAl-usk5jNWZn_ebCWXB038_UbIHGvEH78NrA5hUmeAFUyqDDw44EN2UYFzy7BRKWEz5oBP_e7Ar6qfNryeW10OjnZVx_Q3mCnACSX7-DLY1GtY0oferi1rreB0_UvdLYfoEaJh4GIp0Cyp1JjjdqFZH7xhc82fT40zLxFE4sWVmdULxhXfV4SOKPrYM68nDtFgbmcN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPQxB9Rs8J13EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235669;146710637;n
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstFODmM68wfivsj4PKxN84Xf7hyfGbEjC9heI54il9CRUUw3TAl-usk5jNWZn_ebCWXB038_UbIHGvEH78NrA5hUmeAFUyqDDw44EN2UYFzy7BRKWEz5oBP_e7Ar6qfNryeW10OjnZVx_Q3mCnACSX7-DLY1GtY0oferi1rreB0_UvdLYfoEaJh4GIp0Cyp1JjjdqFZH7xhc82fT40zLxFE4sWVmdULxhXfV4SOKPrYM68nDtFgbmcN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPQxB9Rs8J13EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235669;146710637;n
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstFODmM68wfivsj4PKxN84Xf7hyfGbEjC9heI54il9CRUUw3TAl-usk5jNWZn_ebCWXB038_UbIHGvEH78NrA5hUmeAFUyqDDw44EN2UYFzy7BRKWEz5oBP_e7Ar6qfNryeW10OjnZVx_Q3mCnACSX7-DLY1GtY0oferi1rreB0_UvdLYfoEaJh4GIp0Cyp1JjjdqFZH7xhc82fT40zLxFE4sWVmdULxhXfV4SOKPrYM68nDtFgbmcN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPQxB9Rs8J13EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235669;146710637;n
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXQl_h-oWk8H_uvpExDW3e8xCP9jv9sO1BtbHRT_f3t67TE3DWqJ22e8i6JmKqfA56LljrGzlpsan0ybuZsEJqGRfWIYfgeNy2mkgl88R2FOYbgfsn9Fc8zBaJwgh2k6SR3nF8ofRHzyLBxOEEnIusbpWOyzaDCLyddCn6eFtFhCvRNlvBX80tK-PQHKlmbCZADfCayM8qhzR4hF_BvGFoKLrwuWAPpCAAzfQOW1r1ovr6iKyEGQMZ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGwtH-E72N_QEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://homeloansaustralia.com/new-service-allows-australians-to-compare-home-loans-save-big-money/?utm_source=spike&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=spike+newservice1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXQl_h-oWk8H_uvpExDW3e8xCP9jv9sO1BtbHRT_f3t67TE3DWqJ22e8i6JmKqfA56LljrGzlpsan0ybuZsEJqGRfWIYfgeNy2mkgl88R2FOYbgfsn9Fc8zBaJwgh2k6SR3nF8ofRHzyLBxOEEnIusbpWOyzaDCLyddCn6eFtFhCvRNlvBX80tK-PQHKlmbCZADfCayM8qhzR4hF_BvGFoKLrwuWAPpCAAzfQOW1r1ovr6iKyEGQMZ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGwtH-E72N_QEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://homeloansaustralia.com/new-service-allows-australians-to-compare-home-loans-save-big-money/?utm_source=spike&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=spike+newservice1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXQl_h-oWk8H_uvpExDW3e8xCP9jv9sO1BtbHRT_f3t67TE3DWqJ22e8i6JmKqfA56LljrGzlpsan0ybuZsEJqGRfWIYfgeNy2mkgl88R2FOYbgfsn9Fc8zBaJwgh2k6SR3nF8ofRHzyLBxOEEnIusbpWOyzaDCLyddCn6eFtFhCvRNlvBX80tK-PQHKlmbCZADfCayM8qhzR4hF_BvGFoKLrwuWAPpCAAzfQOW1r1ovr6iKyEGQMZ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGwtH-E72N_QEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=http://homeloansaustralia.com/new-service-allows-australians-to-compare-home-loans-save-big-money/?utm_source=spike&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=spike+newservice1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstE0Bk2axFwwl0NDozr836FhbFIlxzGo4UYOHCBZ-Y2v10dP66GKWkLdR4jmiwLO6H5k5AYpyxvFHEOMB9AYwofIJokZ3A7RgwL2TwCzKnjpOHmsiKNQfE1MNXBeflGAO1W7i82G08aa--m5bb4jmuJ8LmtxTEWVjBFKU9PQkst57hyg707czmYN968CyUOvHycQa3lEz97SZj0RAV8ELgutDXgk3F7A5MHLqs57qxzbEWFcGniQcf2&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDyL62gmnXh1EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235848;146710302;b
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstE0Bk2axFwwl0NDozr836FhbFIlxzGo4UYOHCBZ-Y2v10dP66GKWkLdR4jmiwLO6H5k5AYpyxvFHEOMB9AYwofIJokZ3A7RgwL2TwCzKnjpOHmsiKNQfE1MNXBeflGAO1W7i82G08aa--m5bb4jmuJ8LmtxTEWVjBFKU9PQkst57hyg707czmYN968CyUOvHycQa3lEz97SZj0RAV8ELgutDXgk3F7A5MHLqs57qxzbEWFcGniQcf2&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDyL62gmnXh1EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235848;146710302;b
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstE0Bk2axFwwl0NDozr836FhbFIlxzGo4UYOHCBZ-Y2v10dP66GKWkLdR4jmiwLO6H5k5AYpyxvFHEOMB9AYwofIJokZ3A7RgwL2TwCzKnjpOHmsiKNQfE1MNXBeflGAO1W7i82G08aa--m5bb4jmuJ8LmtxTEWVjBFKU9PQkst57hyg707czmYN968CyUOvHycQa3lEz97SZj0RAV8ELgutDXgk3F7A5MHLqs57qxzbEWFcGniQcf2&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDyL62gmnXh1EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/318235848;146710302;b
http://www.spike.com.au/
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20690-international-acts-on-majority-of-top-10-m-a-deals
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20685-a-long-time-coming
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20699-human-rights-lawyers-not-valued-in-aus
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20685-a-long-time-coming
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssCLSuPyfGv6QMw_vG6jUDzmslQ9TE-_GNg_kHrK3oWM6VBruwhpsIUp-Jv5oNznkLlqXMsvYy5idqU6UtoDdFyHkn0Qsm9L3fRsqBI4mz2LvTvbczIoJCfNNzP2HIqt_ZH2Y6qNABZFCTmFBwBDpxmplsuCFNMDG-S7bli3AhllBrqPkRQxSmwD-tEwSYGVwZuJ7fRoV9T0qTa_eHM5UrygK7-pcEPmiGYy301SxM72qiVg_VLzcImOXAzgtoigdWKrw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBa3T07nfzvu&adurl=http://www.filepro.com.au/&nm=1


3/9/2017 Grandparents to suffer under CLC funding cut

http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20700grandparentstosufferunderclcfundingcut 3/3

 (/video)

�  Lawyers Weekly on Twitter

Follow @lawyersweekly 19.2K followers

Carmine 
My experience as a full time worker... (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965) (/component/comment/?
task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965)
Work/life balance is not careerlimiting for lawyers (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965)· 18 minutes ago. (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965)

Edwina so true (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964) (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964)
Human rights lawyers ‘not valued’ in Aus (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964)· 51 minutes ago. (/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964)

Latest comments Most read

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvtRVFUMWj1w-Wp0ygByRu1CBR0ABE8eNcrjO0Q979Q-2-98hTq7AmO9hWOoQF2bg2fjw8EhQVoBeQhdaQylR0zyuPfPDC-yafp-X3blQbnVGuH_lIAoNoYOkUz_wKXG_mxEVidd1wf6Uc2oOLDnPi7vhaJhG8Fr5kTEK1O2toIsJm4DQr-FpSpwAYKgeivLaVfUtfnSYX0q5PT615Rw-P59OuTjwLQkhjUmOjIFc_lVsr6L3DSc2tosBr7QwhQBaI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFNMukxvoAYJ&adurl=https://goo.gl/pdobNZ
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/video
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst7P3EstO2f8ikh56rrQgh6f2WsKPWXopRcby9sRuKx_Vv-3nuEqmo2a9S_uw2Gsc-nHgDjD1JW3VCEOOkYG_sE6IYJchTW_dQROo3Yo7clKRvauY9pvwm-1DdwZ4Bp6VhmAE3_amPmhLVV5fmHVGVEPRrhUG7o8UQTrh8-V-lk1YZNndI0ACgHR8CggZOujX1o3XTRHkNuvath00_hNrWleJuAtXfOx5IvJpPID-gXw0Vo1-ngrTS5WQaHww&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM7SCd3OOR_1&adurl=https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/partner-of-the-year-awards%3Futm_source%3Dlawyersweekly.com.au%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_content%3DMREC%26utm_campaign%3Dtickets
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lawyersweekly.com.au%2Fnews%2F20700-grandparents-to-suffer-under-clc-funding-cut&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=lawyersweekly&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lawyersweekly.com.au%2Fnews%2F20700-grandparents-to-suffer-under-clc-funding-cut&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=count_link&screen_name=lawyersweekly&tw_p=followbutton
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7965
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964
http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/component/comment/?task=comment.gotocomment&id=7964

