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Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure
scheme

By Felicity Caldwell People at risk of domestic violence will continue to be
25 October 2017 - 10:53pm ¥ barred from finding out about their partner's prior
criminal convictions.
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- _A Attorney-General erjcte DAj[h ask.ed the Queensland
Law Reform Commission to investigate whether
Queensland should introduce a domestic violence

Talking Points disclosure scheme.

e The Queensland Law Reform
Commission recommended a domestic
violence disclosure scheme not be
created.

e There was concern the scheme could
lead to a false sense of security.

e The Commission argued resources
would be better used by support
services.
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A domestic violence disclosure scheme will not be created, following a recommendation from the Queensland Law Reform
Commission.

The schemes, which operate in England and Wales and under a pilot in New South Wales,
allow people at risk to find out if their current or former partner has a history of domestic or
other violence.

Generally, a peron's criminal or domestic violence history will not be disclosed, including to a
person at risk, by Queensland police or government agencies.

Following a review, the QLRC recommended Queensland not introduce a domestic violence
disclosure scheme.
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It said it was not persuaded the allocation of substantial funding and other resources would be
justified.

"It considers that funds and other resources would be better directed to front line services and
continued implementation of the current reforms to address domestic and family violence,"
the Commission wrote in its report.
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"The dynamics of domestic and family RELATED ARTICLE
violence mean that there are many barriers
to leaving an abusive relationship and
reasons why a person may stay in such a
relationship," it wrote.

The Commission said the usefulness of the
scheme might by limited by the fact
domestic violence was under-reported, so
there may not be any complaint, domestic
violence order conviction or other
information to disclose, which could lead to
a false sense of safety.

Queensland to consider domestic violence
disclosure scheme

The Commission said some might treat the

scheme as shifting responsibility for the

actions of the perpetrator to the person at risk, victim-blaming them for not taking action to
ensure their own safety.

Ms D'Ath told Fairfax Media tackling domestic violence was a priority for the government,
which was why it asked the Commission to investigate, despite the Not Now, Not Ever report
not recommending the scheme.

"The report, tabled in Parliament (on Wednesday), concluded that the potential risks and
disadvantages of such a scheme - including giving victims a false sense of security -
outweighed any possible benefits," she said.

"As such, the government will not proceed with a domestic violence disclosure scheme.

"Instead, we will continue to provide record funding to tackle domestic and family violence,
and support measures that reduce the risk of violence, strengthen victim protection and hold
perpetrators to account.”

Women's Legal Service Queensland chief executive Angela Lynch said the service supported
the QLRC's recommendation.

"We have women unable to get adequate refuge accommodation escaping violence and
adequate housing, legal support,” she said.

"So the issue of resourcing is particularly pertinent."

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html 3/8



11/27/2017 Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure scheme

fiiw @ =

Get the Morning Edition

Sign up for our daily wrap of the news you need to start your day.

Email address

By signing up you accept our privacy policy and conditions of use

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html 4/8



11/27/2017 Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure scheme

Advertisement

s
SPONSORED
Need a nanny or babysitter? Search
Australia’s largest database
Sponsored by findababysitter.com.au

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html 5/8



11/27/2017

Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure scheme

Dispatch Storeperson With...
Manpower
Brisbane, Brisbane Region

Fvarv Inh Fvannahare

Production Labourer /...
Manpower
Brisbane, Brisbane Region

powered by plista

HUFFPOST NATIONAL

Aussie-Made
Wheelchair Helps
Injured Chickens Walk

Again

Can't bat, can't bowl,
can run from trouble

FROM THE WEB

RECOMMENDED

NATIONAL HUFFPOST

Bernardi's vendetta The Ashes: A Few

against GetUp! should Choice Words For

have alarm bells Everybody Who

ringing Bagged The Aussie
Cricket...

NOKIA

Nokia 8: Full, in-depth review. More than just
nostalgia

UNHCR

Limited time only, double your donation for
Rohingya

NIB

These 4 types of workout gear could actually be
bad for your health

NAB
The camper trailer redefined

PACIFIC INTERACTIVE
The Truth Behind The 10k Bitcoin Boom?

VODAFONE
iPhone X at Vodafone. Preorder yours today.

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html

6/8



11/27/2017 Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure scheme

MENU

: L. -
= _-'_EL—

Looking for a Home Loan?

Find finance for your perfect home

SEARCH NOW

OUR SITES

Brisbane Times

The Age

The Sydney Morning Herald
The Canberra Times

WA Today

The Australian Financial Review
Domain

Traveller

Good Food

Executive Style

The Store by Fairfax

Drive

Adzuna

RSVP

Essential Baby

Weatherzone

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html 7/8



11/27/2017 Queensland rules out domestic violence disclosure scheme
MENU
CLA§SIFIEDS

Commercial Real Estate
Oneflare

Nabo

BRISBANE TIMES

Contact & support
Advertise with us
Newsletters
Accessibility guide

Sitemap

FAIRFAX MEDIA

Photo sales
Fairfax syndication
Fairfax events
Fairfax careers
Conditions of use
Privacy policy
Website feedback

Press Council

Copyright © 2017

Fairfax

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-rules-out-domestic-violence-disclosure-scheme-20171025-p4ywnc.html 8/8



