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PARENTING

LEGAL EAGLES
HELP WOMEN
TAKE FLIGHT

Every year thousands of abused partners turn to the Women's Le
for help in escaping domestic violence, but providing this esse
on imited funding poses a real challenge, writes Michelle Collins

INFORM + DEBATE+ SUCCEED
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to meet the ever-
Increasing demanc

WLS chief Angsia Lynch

their counselling notes subpoenaed by
the alleged perpetrator

sent victims to try to stop or limit
» use of the victim's counselling
records in the criminal or domestic
violence courts,” Ms Lynch said

“As you can imagine, it is extremely

traumatic for victims to know that
their counselling records might be
seen by the perpetrator or their (the
perpetrator’s) defence lawyers.

Genevieve Dee, a Partner at Cooper
Grace Ward, who volunteers at WLS
ind who will be putting on her dancing
shoes this vear to support the WLS
fundraiser Dancing CEOs, said putting
women in touch with information can
make the decision to leave an abusive
or violent partner easier,

If you can put people in touch with
information about where to go, who to
contact, and what's important to take
with them and what help is available to
them legally they can start to put a
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*f - at least | have got this number of
who to call and | can go to this place
and this person will help me.” she said

but end up
application.”

rvice and rec Ms Dee said often women were un-
WLS also recently launched a sex-  able to access information online be

ual assaull service for women who cause they were being watched by

have been sexually assaulted and had  their partner or struggled to process

The purpose of the service is to

the information they
found online because they
WETE werwhelmed by
being constantly told by a
partner that “You are no
good; you are stupid, no one
is going to believe you any
way, I'm working, |'ve got the
money to afford a lawyer.”

Ms Dee added: “They start to
think you have no options.”

With demand for its services
growing each year, WLS is always
trying to come up with new ways to
deliver its services.

Last year it launched an app called
Penda for women who have experi-
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where 12 chief executives from Brishane will
Compete in 2 baliroom dance-off at Brechare
City Hall on May 18
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