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Shocking domestic violence experiment
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Ending domestic violence a priority

MEN with abusive partners are applying for one in every four Domestic
Violence Orders in Queensland, fresh statistics reveal.

And the number of Queenslanders charged with breaching a DVO has doubled in just four
years.

The State Government will today publish the first data on domestic and family violence cases
before Queensland’s courts.

The shocking statistics, obtained by The Sunday Mail, reveal that applications for DVOs have
soared by 35 per cent in just four years, to a record 32,072 in 2016/17.

Another 25,747 DVO applications were lodged with the courts between July last year and the
end of April.

Men were the victims in a quarter of the
cases, accounting for 6592 applications for a
DVO against a partner.

They included 3317 men seeking protection
from a female partner, and 1533 gay men
seeking a DVO against a male partner.

DVConnect chairwoman Shaan Ross-Smith
said the “overwhelming majority’’ of DV
victims are female.

“However that doesn’t negate the
experience of male victims,’’ she said.

“Men can be victims and women can be
perpetrators.

“All violence is wrong, regardless of the sex
of the victim and perpetrator.’’

Women’s Legal Service chief executive
Angela Lynch said some perpetrators of
domestic violence pretended to be victims.

“There’s no doubt there are some men who
are victims of violence, but perpetrators do
present as victims,’’ she said.

“They try to get in first and say, ‘I’m the
victim’.’’
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Domestic violence against men is on
the rise in Queensland

p
s e l e c t e d  l a p t o p s .

       NEWS BREAKING LOCAL QUEENSLAND OPINION CRIME & COURT QLD POLITICS QWEE

Shop Now

Windows Hello: the password is you.

G e t  u p  t o  3 0 %  o f f  

 Conditions apply

Search

Menu

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=134856659877884&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fnews%2Fqueensland%2Fcrime-and-justice%2Fnews-story%2Ff1a6440bba5815991919e606742d9eb7&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fnews%2Fqueensland%2Fcrime-and-justice%2Fnews-story%2Ff1a6440bba5815991919e606742d9eb7
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Domestic%20violence%20against%20men%20on%20the%20rise&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fnews%2Fqueensland%2Fcrime-and-justice%2Fnews-story%2Ff1a6440bba5815991919e606742d9eb7
mailto:?subject=Domestic%20violence%20against%20men%20on%20the%20rise&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fnews%2Fqueensland%2Fcrime-and-justice%2Fnews-story%2Ff1a6440bba5815991919e606742d9eb7
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorial-ending-domestic-violence-in-queensland-needs-to-be-a-priority/news-story/b671937d4908a20ae1984a5daaf6fe38
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/crime-and-justice
http://www.couriermail.com.au/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/breaking-news
http://www.couriermail.com.au/questnews
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/crime-and-justice
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/queensland-government/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/qweekend
http://www.couriermail.com.au/
http://www.couriermail.com.au/


Lockyer, McGrath launch domestic violence campaign

The official data reveals the number of Queenslanders charged with breaching a DVO doubled
in four years to 20,650 in 2016/17.

Of those, a record 13,518 were convicted – with 4534 jailed, 3486 fined and 2259 placed on
probation.

And 327 offenders were jailed for strangling their partners.

Ms Lynch, who is a member of the State Government’s Domestic and Family Violence Death
Review and Advisory Board, said police were sometimes “quite dismissive’’ when women
reported breaches of DVOs, which require the perpetrator to stay away from the victim.

“Women still go to report breaches and it’s trivialised,’’ she said.

“The perpetrators think, ‘I’m not going to be held to account so I an do whatever I want’.’’

Angela Lynch from the State Government’s Domestic and Family Violence Death Review and Advisory Board.

Attorney-General Yvette D’Ath said the number of DVOs had risen dramatically in the wake of
tougher laws against domestic violence.

“Victims were finally able to come forward and know they would be taken seriously,’’ she said.

“As a government and a community, we have a responsibility to ensure victims are never afraid
or ashamed to seek help.’’

Southport is the domestic violence headquarters of Queensland, with 3346 DVO applications
lodged in 2016/17.

Brisbane courts dealt with 1935 applications – fewer than Beenleigh (2509) and Ipswich (1975)
– while north Queensland courts handled 1780 cases in Townsville and 1319 in Cairns.

DVConnect 1800 811 811

Mensline 1800 600 636
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Rosie Batty said great strides have been made, but we still have a long way to go before we beat the scourge of
domestic violence. Picture: Nigel Hallett

BATTY’S BATTLEIS ‘UNRELENTING’

FORMER Australian of the Year Rosie Batty has paid tribute to the enormous strides taken
against domestic and family violence, but says it remains “an unrelenting battle” in society.

Ms Batty, whose son Luke was killed by his father in 2014, was guest speaker at the annual
Friends with Dignity High Tea on the Gold Coast yesterday.

Likening the fight against domestic violence to anti-smoking campaigns, she said it remained a
work in progress.

“This is not going to get fixed overnight,” she said. “Anti-smoking messages have been around
for 30 years and that has been a long journey, and in domestic violence there have been a lot of
changes, but there is still a long way to go.

“You can get disheartened reading statistics about one woman a week being murdered, but you
also have to acknowledge the great work being done. For generations, there was nowhere to
turn and now there is.  Victims feel less shame in coming forward.”

The 2015 Australian of the Year winner announced this year her  decision to wind up the Luke
Batty Foundation, started in her son’s honour, but she said there now existed better services to
help other victims of domestic violence.

Domestic violence survivor tells her story (9 News)
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