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Overview 

This masters forum will bring together eminent elder law and criminal law practitioners 
as well as leading experts in elder abuse to discuss: 

• the intricacies and overlap of issues arising out of abuse by way of EPoAs 
and guardianship 

• how to identify an at-risk client, and what to do if you believe your client is 
suffering from financial or physical abuse and/or neglect 

• the Queensland Police perspective on the front line and 
• opposing views as to whether discrete criminal offences should be introduced 

for elder abuse - as explored from both sides of the conversation. 

Elder abuse forum: 
Bad behaviour or 
criminal conduct? 
Wednesday 9 May | 12.30–2pm 
Law Society House, Brisbane 



 

Queensland Law Society | Elder abuse forum: Bad behaviour or criminal conduct?  Page 2 of 2 
  

12.20pm Registration 

12.30pm 

 

Elder abuse: Masters forum 
This masters forum will bring together eminent elder law and criminal law practitioners as well as leading 
experts in elder abuse to discuss: 

• the intricacies and overlap of issues arising out of abuse by way of EPoAs and guardianship 
• how to identify an at-risk client, and what to do if you believe your client is suffering from 

financial or physical abuse and/or neglect 
• the Queensland Police perspective on the front line and 
• opposing views as to whether discrete criminal offences should be introduced for elder abuse - 

as explored from both sides of the conversation. 
Brian Herd, Partner, CRH Law and Deputy Chair, Queensland Law Society Elder Law Committee 
Kirsty Mackie, Councillor, Queensland Law Society; Solicitor, Pippa Colman & Associates and Chair, 
Queensland Law Society Elder Law Committee 
Kurt Fowler, Principal Lawyer, Fowler Lawyers; Chair, Queensland law Society Criminal Law Specialist 
Accreditation Advisory Committee; Deputy Chair, Queensland Law Society Criminal Law Committee and 
Accredited Specialist (Criminal Law) – Qld 
Sergeant Leisa Wathen, Elder Abuse Project Office, Queensland Police Service (QPS) 
Chair: Vanessa Krulin, Policy Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

2pm Close 

 


