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Children kept in 'glass cages' in
Queensland watchhouses

By Felicity Caldwell
July 16, 2019 — 8.59pm

Advocates have claimed children are being kept in "glass cages” and only allowed
15 minutes’ exercise a day in Queensland watchhouses.

Disturbing revelations have come to light about children being held in maximum-
security police watchhouses "like animals™ for weeks, with limited access to
outdoor air and education.

Several groups have had their say on a Queensland government bill which was introduced to
get children out of watchhouses sooner. QUEENSLAND POLICE MEDIA

In response, the Palaszczuk government created a standalone Department of
Youth Justice to focus on the issue, announced a new 32-bed youth detention
centre and introduced a bill to move young people out of adult watchhouses
faster.

The proposed laws would require detained children to be brought before a court
within 24 hours, stop them being locked up solely because they were homeless
and introduce special protections for children under the age of 14.
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