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Now is time to act on pandemic measures for pe
with disability

People with disability, and their organisations,
across Australia are calling for urgent action,
again, to keep us safe during the current COVID-
19 pandemic.

Over 70 national, state and territory disability
organisations have come together to urge the
National Cabinet to take the urgent action we
need to keep people with disability free of the
COVID-19 virus.

Today, we are releasing our letter to the National
Cabinet, with the ten vital points for action. We
are hearing more and more each day from
people with disability who are being directly impacted by the virus, and the measures taken to deal

Australians with disability represent some of the most excluded of all Australians in relation to the i
coronavirus. Our needs remain largely and are rarely if ever, mentioned in any press conference, m
or government conversation about coronavirus.

At the same time, many people with disability are particularly at risk from COVID-19, because of bar
exist to our inclusion, and our need for ongoing support.

We are deeply concerned by the lack of speci�c and targeted measures from all levels of Australian
Governments to proactively protect and support people with disability, their families, carers and su
persons from the impact of COVID19.

We believe that each of the following list needs to be urgently addressed now, to safeguard the live
with disability.

Guarantee continuity of supports for all people with disability.

Expand criteria for COVID19 testing to include people with disability and their support person
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Support package on way for
businesses in Stonnington
8:38 AM AEST

FMA issues warning to Tiger Brokers
and six �rms for anti-money
laundering breaches
8:32 AM AEST

Police issue statement on Ruby
Princess berthing
8:26 AM AEST

Hundreds of regional companies can
be saved by reforming Australia’s
Investment Visa
8:13 AM AEST

Cruel bear bile industry thrives despite
pandemic risks
8:12 AM AEST

U.S. President Trump Approves
Oklahoma Disaster Declaration
8:05 AM AEST

U.S. President Trump Approves
Mississippi Disaster Declaration
8:04 AM AEST

Why our investment in PERKii
Probiotics is helping us stay healthy
8:02 AM AEST

Private health funds to reap $5 billion
pandemic windfall
7:22 AM AEST

Statement from Downing Street 5 April
2020
7:06 AM AEST

Break-in at Westbourne Park, South
Australia
6:50 AM AEST

Monash researchers develop a test
that determines who is immune and
who will develop a serious
6:11 AM AEST

Home-Based Saggy Skin Hack

Ad City Beauty Open

United Disability Care

Ad United Disability Care Visit Site

Urgently improve information and communications to be inclusive of all people with disability

Take measures to remove the barriers to adequate healthcare for people with disability.

Include recipients of the Disability Support Pension (DSP) in the Coronavirus Supplement of $5

fortnight.

Urgently de�ne what constitutes an ‘essential service’ for people with disability.

Ensure e�ective measures are in place to recognise and respond to violence, abuse, exploitati

neglect of people with disability.

Prevent discrimination of students with disability in the provision of education.

Ensure the human rights of people with disability in congregate settings are upheld.

Adequately resource Disabled Peoples Organisations (DPOs) and Disability Representative Org

(DROs) to enable support of, and advocacy for, people with disability.

Download the full open letter as a PDF �le, or a Word document. We have also created a Plain English
(Word) and an Easy Read version (PDF).

Organisations endorsing the open letter:

First Peoples Disability Network

Women with Disabilities Australia

People with Disability Australia

National Ethnic Disability Alliance

Children and Young People with Disability Australia

Australian Federation of Disability Organisations

Disability Advocacy Network Australia

Deaf Australia

Autism Aspergers Advocacy Australia

Deafblind Australia

Deafness Forum of Australia

Brain Injury Australia

Inclusion Australia

Blind Citizens Australia

Down Syndrome Australia

Physical Disability Australia

Every Australian Counts

Disability Resources Centre Advocacy

Ideas

Disability Justice Australia

Enhanced Lifestyles

National Mental Health Consumer and Carer Forum

Imagine More

Advocacy Western Australia

Midland Information Debt and Legal Advocacy Service

Melbourne East Disability Advocacy

Queensland Advocacy Incorporated

Family Advocacy

Grampians Disability Advocacy

Syndromes Without A Name

Advocacy Tasmania
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Victorian Rural Advocacy Network

Assert 4 All
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Disability Information and Advocacy Service
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